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International Theatre 
Dance Awards 2012

Theatre Craft and Ballet Awards, Saturday 18th February 2012

I was pleased to attend the 2012 IDTA Theatre 
Dance Awards held at the impressive Royal 
Northern College of Music in Manchester. This 

year’s classes began with Theatre Craft Grades, the 
class lecturer, Lizzi Gee quickly settled the students 
with her warm up routines. Lizzi’s concise teaching 
gave all of the students a good opportunity to 
grasp her routine. Her choice of music and content 
was very well received as was obvious by the 
enthusiasm shown by the students on stage.

The Performers class followed the same format, 
her excellent choice of music allowed the more 
rhythmical performers to excel when performing 
the final routine. Both classes were very well 
structured and a pleasure to watch.

Lizzi’s excellent delivery made a very pleasant start 
for the very talented students and performers that 
participated this year

Grade winner: Francesca Kirk
Performer winner: Bethany Hall
Bill tasker Award: Francesca Kirk 

The Ballet Grades were the next class which were 
divided into two sections. The class lecturer Lei 

Zhao from the Birmingham Royal Ballet had a most 
charming approach to the class. Having settled the 
students with a few warm ups, she then taught 
an inspiring variation. Her gentle calming manner 
relaxed all the students allowing them to perform 
the variation well.

The Performers class followed the same format 
commencing with a very artistic warm up. The 
climax of the class was a superb variation. The 
standard of the students on the floor was very 
strong, allowing them to perform this variation 
with a lovely musical interpretation supported 
by their strong technical base. Lei Zhao used an 
inspiring choice of music which enhanced all four 
very enjoyable classes.

Grade winner: Ebony Kitts
Veronica tweedale Award: Hannah Megaw
Performers winner: Francesca Thompson
Gladys thorpe memorial Award: Phoebe Liggins

Overall it was a fantastic day that was a pleasure 
to watch, so much talent was nurtured by such 
excellent class lecturers.

Lesley Munn

Tap and Modern Jazz Awards, Sunday 19th February 2012

The Royal Northern College of Music what a 
beautiful venue for such a prestigious event 
as the annual Theatre Dance Awards.   

 A buzz of nervous excitement and trepidation was 
felt as all the candidates assembled in the foyer 
impeccably groomed and ready for the unknown.   
What an accolade to be one of the 300 candidates 
chosen from among 6,000 nominated each year. 

As the doors opened to the auditorium everyone 
proceeded to their seats in anticipation of the days 
event.

A prompt start was made with the announcement 
of the Tap Grade nominees delivered by our 
compere of the day Gary Brierly whose manner and 
professional approach made the day run smoothly.  
Followed by the announcement of the Assessors 

who were to have the unenviable task of selecting 
winners from both the Grade and Performers 
classes.

A warm welcome was then given to David Needham 
a vastly experienced choreographer who was to 
take the Grade and Performers classes.   He gave 
a most assertive and skilful tap demonstration 
showing his musical theatre expertise.  The 
candidates worked extremely hard to grasp the 
work and impress the panel of assessors who also 
had the demanding task of viewing each individual 
nominee.         

Then a short pause for the Grade recalls to be 
announced followed by the next class.   

All the Performers were eagerly waiting on stage 
prepared and focused and not to be disappointed 
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David Needham once again delivered a most 
adept routine and the candidates enthusiasm 
and technical skill showed the reason for their 
nomination.    

After the Performers recall we were straight into 
the Finals and all the candidates gave their best to 
the applause of a very supportive audience.

 Now for the moment everyone was waiting for the 
final result.    

The Theatre Tap Award Grade winner was Abigail 
Tildeslay from the Marron Theatre Arts and the 
Theatre Performers Tap Award was taken by Emily 
Walker of the Wendy Charles School of Dance

The Ken Dodd Boys Tap award went to Matthew 
Flinders from the Strickland Cook Theatre School 
and the Ken Dodd Girls Tap award went to Emma 
Tomson of the Cardwell Theatre School.    

Then into the afternoon session commencing with 
the Modern Jazz Grades.  

Once the nominees were introduced the class was 
divided into two, followed by the introduction 
of the days tutor Rosie Thompson; a very highly 
qualified professional young lady who oozed 
confidence.   Her approach not only relaxed a very 
nervous group of competitors but the lecture was 
delivered with precision and technical skill and the 
efficient rotation of the candidates enabled the 
assessors to observe and clearly scrutinize each 
nominee.

Grade recalls were announced during the class 

changeover and then straight on to the Performers 
class again this was divided into two sections and 
after an energetic warm up the candidates were 
put through their paces with an excellent routine 
from this energetic and encouraging teacher who 
had total control of the dancers.  

The Performers recall and final assessments 
completed the results that were anxiously awaited.   

The candidates returned to the stage for one 
last time to be presented with a commemorative 
certificate for their nomination by our President 
Miss yvonne Gout. 

It has to be said that each and every candidate had 
been a worthy nominee and a credit to the IDTA 
training syllabus.

Now the results.

The Modern Jazz Theatre Grade Award winner was 
Hollie Woodhouse from the Betty Chappelle Dance 
Centre and the Modern Jazz Theatre Performers 
Award went to Kerry Crozier of the Renaissance 
Arts.       

The Pam Tidmarsh Award went to Amelia Fielding 
of the Adele Taylor School of Dance and the Peggy 
Harrison Award went to Katie Amos Renaissance 
Arts.

Appreciation must go to Lynda Cardwell, her 
committee and team of helpers for a well organised 
and successful day.   

Lorraine Harrison

Tap Grade Winner, 
Abigail Tidsley

Tap Performer Winner, 
Emily Walker

Ken Dodd Award Winner Girl, 
Emma Tomson 
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Ken Dodd Award Winner Boy, 
Matthew Flinders Tap Grade Class

Tap Performers Class
Modern Jazz Grade Winner, 

Hollie Woodhouse

Modern Jazz Performer Winner, 
Kerry Crozier

Pam Tidmarsh Award Winner, 
Amelia Fielding

International Theatre Dance Awards 2012
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Theatre Craft Grade Winner, 
Francesca Kirk

Theatre Craft Performer Winner, 
Bethany Hall

W.J. (Bill) Tasker Award Winner, 
Francesca Kirk

Ballet Grade Winner, 
Ebony Kitts

Peggy Harrison Award Winner, 
Katie Amos Modern Jazz Grade Class

Modern Jazz Performers Class

International Theatre Dance Awards 2012
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Ballet Performers Winner, 
Francesca Thompson

Veronica Tweedale Award Winner, 
Hannah Megaw

Gladys Thorpe Award Winner, 
Phoebe Liggins

Phoebe with Marion Tait 
& Lei Zhaou

International Theatre Dance Awards 2012 - Letters
GLADYS THORPE AWARD WINNER

What an amazing day! Phoebe Liggins (age 
14), her mum Julie, my mum Margaret and 
I headed off to Manchester at midday 

on Saturday 18th February.  In the car we were 
reminiscing about last years awards, as Phoebe had 
also been nominated last year and we were saying 
well its an achievement in itself to be nominated 
and just to go and enjoy the day and gain some 
great experience from it.

In the back of our minds (apart from Phoebe’s) we 
were thinking she could do it, she has the potential 
and has achieved some of the best marks at the 
school to date.

Phoebe’s dream is to become a professional 
Ballerina and to go and train at Elmhurst or The 
Royal Ballet School, when we arrived at the venue 
we looked in the programme and saw that Marion 
Tate CBE was adjudicating one of the awards, who 
Phoebe is familiar with as she attends the Royal 
Ballet in Birmingham every Saturday on the Senior 
Associate Programme as well as keeping up her 
training at our school.

The class started at 3.30 pm we had left a very 
calm Phoebe in the changing room along with 
all the other girls (who were out stretching each 
other!) and we sat nervously in the auditorium!

Phoebe was number 43 and danced beautifully - 
she didn’t put a foot wrong. The standard of the 
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International Theatre Dance Awards 2012 - Letters

I am writing to thank the organising committee 
for a wonderful day at the IDTA Theatre Awards.
In the past couple of years my school has 

transferred to IDTA examinations in ballet and this 
year was the first time I have attended the awards 
with a couple of nominated students.

I have to say, I thought the venue was superb, and 
when we arrived, both myself and the students 
with their families were very impressed.   The 
classes were very well organised and the students 
certainly felt very “special”.

We watched the Theatre Craft classes beforehand 

and this has encouraged me to try other theatre 
subject examinations with IDTA also.  We were all 
very excited when our students were chosen to 
dance in the final, and of course, we were thrilled 
to have a winner and a special commendation!  
Both children were over the moon, however, I think 
they would have been equally delighted to just be 
part of such a special event.

I do hope we have the chance to return at some 
point.

Wendy Hazelby

other girls was amazing, how will they ever choose? 
- bearing in mind that Phoebe was one of 74 on the 
stage that had been chosen from 4000 across the 
country!

At 5.40 pm we found out she had been picked for 
the finals - now 74 down to 20, Phoebe performed 
again this time in 2’s and again danced with ease - 
by this point my nails had gone, both mums had a 
headache and we waited with bated breath!

At 6.30 pm the winners were announced, Phoebe 
got a special commendation (she had been 
recognised by the 3 examiners on the panel) then 
the Gladys Thorpe Award was announced by Marion 
Tate - we thought - well done Phoebe on getting a 
commendation and thought that was it!

But Miss Tait CBE started by saying “I am awarding 
this award to a dancer who might not stand out 
to some of you but who shone with her poise and 
effortlessness in her dance, she is sometimes a shy 
dancer but her demur and elegance is breath taking 
to watch”.  She did say more but at this point we 
were thinking oh my goodness she’s talking about 

Phoebe!

And the winner is NUMBER 43!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Phoebe Liggins!

The 3 of us in the audience burst into tears and 
hugged each other (it was like X Factor - but 
better!) 

Phoebe on the other hand was calm and collected 
and received her award with grace!

I cannot tell you what an amazing achievement this 
is for Phoebe and for the school.  She gets to keep 
the trophy for a year and has won some money 
towards her Ballet training which will be put into 
good use when she goes to the Royal Ballet Summer 
School in July!  She will also be in the Dance 
International Magazine  and more importantly on 
the school notice boards!

Phoebe came 1st out of 4000 and it will be a day 
that we will never forget!

By Aimee Fardell (Principle & Teacher)
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